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Ash Wednesday—Beginning of Lent 


Palm Sunday 
Good Friday 
Easter Sunday 
Ascension Day 


Pentecost 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


. The Origin of the General Conference of the Menno- 
nite Church of North America. On May 28, 1860, the 
first session of conference was held at West Point, Iowa. 
Only three churches participated in this first conference. 
In the course of time other congregations from various 
States of the Union and Canada joined. From this small 
beginning has grown the General Conference of the 
Mennonite Church of North America. By God’s grace this 
body is constantly growing. The statistical report shows 
that the conference is now made up of 180 congregations 
with a total membership of 36,032. 


Motive and Purpose. The love of Christ and loyalty 
‘to His redemptive purpose has been the basic motive that 
has constrained the conference in its various activities. 


‘Lines of Christian Service. To help Christ build His 
church the conference has been sponsoring (1) a broad 
evangelistic program, (2) a program of education which 
is aimed to be Christ-centered and Christ-controlled, (3) 
foreign mission work, (4) home mission work, (5) pub- 
lication work, (6) social service of relief, hospitalization, 
and colonization, and (7) a peace program of practical 
testimony value. 


Church Government is largely congregational. There 
is no special insistence upon uniformity in church or- 
ganization and in forms of worship. 


The Strength of the Conference lies in Christ, the source 
of its spiritual life in God, in its flexible organization, 
in its size, and in its freedom to obey Christ. 


The Achievements of the conference lie in the fields 
of Missions, Education, Peace, Publication, Relief, Coloni- 
zation, and Hospitalization. 


Significant Actions by the conference include our par- 
ticipation in the organization of the Mennonite Central 
Committee, the Civilian Service Camps, relief projects 
in European countries and South America, and the or- 
ganization of a Seminary Board to re-open a Mennonite 
Seminary. These actions are significant because they 
hold great possibilities for a United Mennonitism. 


Statement of Faith. “The Mennonite Articles of Faith” 
as set forth in a public confession of the church by Cor- 
nelius Ris may be considered a standard concise state- 
ment of our faith. 


Polity. The conference holds the belief that the Church 
is the Body of Jesus Christ, called by Him to carry on 
His redemptive work among men on earth. It holds 
that the Church is a fellowship of believers in which 
the Will of Christ is the supreme rule of life, finding its 
expression in the life and practices of the church. It 
cherishes the privilege of each individual believer to live 
in immediate fellowship with and obedience to God 
through Jesus Christ. It claims the right for each in- 
dividual believer to be true to the Word of God and the 
leading of the Holy Spirit as he understands it. 


THE WORK OF GENERAL CONFERENCE 
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 


The Board of Foreign Missions carries on missionary 
work in China, India, and among the American Indians. 
It is the purpose of this Board to present to the heathen 
through its representatives the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the only Redeemer and Saviour Whose blood cleanseth 
us from all sin, and to build up in our mission fields 
an indigenous Church which will carry forward the 
Lord’s work among its own people. The policy of the 
Board is to “pay as you go,” i. e., to make no debts, and 
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to send out only such workers who are true to the Word 
of God and who firmly believe in Christ and His atoning 
work. The program is te carry the saving gospel to 
those on the fields entrusted to us, and to do this through 
medical, educational, and partly through industrial, but 
in all and above all through evangelistic work. 


The Board of Home Missions carries on work largely 
among and in behalf of people of our own faith. The pur- 
pose is to aid weak flocks, find and nurture such who have 
wandered away from the larger folds, and in this con- 
nection carry on church extension work. The policy 
is to give Struggling groups sufficient aid, but as these 
groups grow in strength, it is expected that their share 
of financial responsibility will be increased, with the aim 
of having them become self-supporting. Since Menno- 
nites are largely a rural people much aid has been given 
to rural work, especially in Canada. City groups are 
also aided with the aim of enabling them to establish 
churches which shall eventually becomé self-sustaining. 


The Board of Education seeks to promote Sunday 
School and Young People’s work, Vacation Bible Schools, 
and Young People’s Retreats. It promotes the study 
of Missions, Church History and Mennonite Principles, 
as also the study of social problems of peace and non- 
resistance, of temperance and migratory laborers. It 
seeks to lead the churches into a deeper experience of 
worship and. to a vital religion in the home. It pre- 
pares and publishes literature to promote these ends. 


The Emergency Relief Board Solicits contributions for 
special and general emergency relief funds for the pur- 
pose of giving aid at home and abroad Where need and 
distress exists. At present this board has relief work- 
ers in European countries. It does its relief work in 
England, France, and Poland through the Mennonite 
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Central Committee. The board also helps the Mennonite 
Settlements in South America. A medical doctor was 
sent and is supported there by the board. It seeks to 
make relief a practical testimony of Christian love to 


suffering humanity, and thus a part of our peace testi- 
mony to the world. 


The Board of Publication promotes and looks after the 
publication interests of the conference. It works in har- 
mony and cooperation with the conference officers, 
Boards, and Committees toward accomplishing the aims 
which the conference may, from time to time, set for 
itself. It thus becomes a medium through which the. 
conference and its various organizations may express 
themselves. Its aim is to create and stimulate an in- 
terest in and a desire for good literature among the 
members of the conference, and to supply such literature. 


The Board of Trustees is the legal representative of 
the Conference. It is authorized and empowered to 
execute any and all legal documents which relate to 
the business affairs of the conference. 


The Peace Committee is charged with the task of 
leading the conference churches in efforts of peace. It 
seeks to translate our peace principles into actual life 
through peace conferences of various kinds. It contacts 
Government officials and acquaints them with our op- 
position to war and our readiness to serve the cause 
of Peace as taught and exemplified by Christ. It pre- 
pares, publishes and distributes peace literature in the 
churches. It cooperates with the Mennonite Central 
Committee in the organization, Supervision and _ sup- 


port of the Civilian Service Camps for Conscientious 
Objectors. ; 


The Church Unity Committee is charged with the re- 
sponsibility of promoting the General Conference ideal 
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of unity among the various branches of our Mennonite 
faith, and making helpful contacts wherever possible 
with any groups of Mennonites who are interested in 
cooperating with us in Christian work or in effecting 
an organic union of churches. 


The Placement Committee. It is the duty of the Place- 
ment Committee to assist churches without pastors to 
secure satisfactory pastors and also to assist pastors 
without charges to secure calls to churches in need of 
pastors. Like every new beginning the Placement Com- 
mittee has made progress slowly, but each year more 
churches call on the committee for assistance in find- 
ing suitable pastors. 


The Committee on Doctrine and Conduct distributes 
literature and gives information on the issues of faith 
and conduct in accord with the generally accepted Men- 
nonite Faith. It seeks to keep the Mennonite constitu- 
ency “grounded in the faith” by asking prominent church 
leaders to write on subjects of faith and conduct and 
to publish these writings in church papers and in pam- 
phlet form. 


CHURCH AND CONFERENCE ORGANIZATION 


In the General Conference of the Mennonite Church 
of North America the local church or congregation has 
the right to organize and arrange its own internal affairs 
as it deems best. There is no insistence upon uniformity 
in organization and administration. Nevertheless the 
churches usually follow one general pattern of organi- 
zation. The Elder (pastor) of a church often has a 
Board of Deacons and a Board of Trustees to assist him 
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in his administrative work. In some of the larger 
churches they have assistant ministers. 


The General Conference of the Mennonite Church 
of North America is a conference of individual church- 
es. Each church is represented in this conference accord- 
ing to its membership—one vote for every thirty 
members or fraction thereof. This conference meets 
once every three years to receive reports, and to 
plan the work which it does through its Boards and 
Committees. The Executive Committee is composed of 
the three Conference Officers and the chairmen of the 
six Boards. 

There are six District Conferences in the General 
Conference, namely, the Eastern District, Middle District, 
Western District, Pacific District, Northern District, and 
the Canadian Conference. These district conferences 
are organized on somewhat the same plan that the Gen- 
eral Conference is, with the purpose of carrying on such 
phases of church work which relate more or less to 
their respective areas. The district conferences meet 
annually. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


The General Conference carries on missionary work 
in India, China, and among the American Indians. The 
Statistical Summary for the period between 1938-1941 
as given in the Triennial Report of the Board of Foreign 
Missions presents a fair picture of the extent of the 
work and the fields. 


Statistical Summary 


1938-1941 
“ America India China Total 
Missionaries in service 17 22 2a 62 
Native helpers ri 182 125 318 
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Organized churches 9 22 25 56 


Baptized last year 166 792 668 1,626 
Living members 748 2,116 25213 aye sire 
Sunday Schools 12 28 18 58 
Sunday School Enrollment 767 1,867 1,224 3,888 
Day School pupils 903 1,274 Zale 
Main Stations 9 6 3 18 
Outstations 5 15 35 54 
Hospitals 2 EA 3 
Inpatients 1,549 L243 2,822 
Registered treatments 24,034 29,846 53,880 
Collections 264.51 1,600 761.52 2,361.52 
Lepers 529 (347 are Chris.) 
Size of field (in sq. mi.) 6,000 4,325 4,500 15,825 
Population 50,000 945,000 2,220,975 3,166,475 
Valuation $40,655 $161,650 $158,300 $360,555 


Both in India and in China there is a Bible School 
in which training is given to future leaders of: the church. 


HOME MISSIONS 


The Home Mission Board has for many years carried 
on a number of different activities. The following are 
the distinctive types of work which it supports and 
directs: 


1. City Missions. City mission work is carried 
on in the cities of Chicago, Hutchinson, Portland, Los 
Angeles, Saskatoon, and Winnipeg. 

2. Support of Small Congregations. Small groups 
of Christians and small congregations that are financial- 
ly unable to bear the load are aided with money grants. 

3. Itinerant Ministry. Some twenty to thirty min- 
isters in Canada get some support to carry on work 
among the scattered Mennonites in that large country. 
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4. Girls’ Homes. Homes for working girls of Men- 
nonite parentage are kept up in Winnipeg, Saskatoon 
and Vancouver. 

5. Church Building Fund. As money is available 
loans are made to congregations that wish to build 
churches. These loans are given for a few years with- 
out interest. After that a low rate of interest is charged. 


EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas. Edmund G. Kauf- 
man, Ph.D., President. 
Bluffton College, Bluffton, Ohio. Lloyd L. Ramseyer, 

Ph. D., President. 

Freeman Junior College, Freeman, South Dakota. John 

D. Unruh, Ph. D., President. : 
Witmarsum Theological Seminary, Bluffton, Ohio. (Not 

open since 1930). ; 

Mennonite Collegiate Institute, Gretna, Manitoba. Ger- 
hard H. Peters, Principal. 
German-English Academy, Rosthern, Sask., Canada. K. G. 

Toews, Principal. - 
Oklahoma Bible Academy, Meno, Oklahoma. Paul ~Kuhl- 

mann, Superintendent. ; 

The Mennonites in Canada maintain fifteen local Bible 
Schools in the Province of Manitoba, Ontario, Saskat- 
chewan, Alberta, and British Columbia. Bible Schools 
are also maintained by congregations in Mountain Lake, 
Minn., Henderson and Beatrice, Nebraska., Dallas Ore- 
gon, Lustre, Montana, and other places. 


MENNONITE HOMES AND HOSPITALS IN 
THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 


These institutions are controlled by independent cor- 
porations excepting the Home for the Aged in Fredrick, 
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Pa., which is owned and supported by the Eastern District 
‘Confernce. 


Homes for the Aged 


Mennonite. Home for the Aged, Fredrick, Pa., William 
Babel, Supt. Has 28 guest rooms. 

Bethesda Home for the Aged, Goessel, Kansas., Margaret 

_  Richert, Sister in charge. Capacity 25 guests. 

Bethel Home for the Aged, Mountain Lake, Minn. Mar. 
garet Janzen, Sister in charge. Capacity 17 guests. 

Bethel Home for the Aged, Newton, Kansas. Helena 
Entz, Sister in charge. Capacity 35 guests. 


Hospitals and Deaconess Homes 


Renan Hospital, Goessel, Kansas. Margaret Reimer, 
R.N., in charge. Capacity 15 beds. 


Bethel Hospital and Nurses Home, Mountain Lake, Minn. ' 
Marie Toews, R.N., Supt., Bed capacity 25. Nurs- 
ing staff 8. 


Bethel Deaconness Home and Hospital, Newton, Kansas. 
. H. J. Andres, Hospital Administrator. Sister Frieda 

Kaufman, Mother Superior of Sisterhood. Bed capaci- 
ty 73. 

Mennonite Deaconess Home and Hospital, Beatrice, Neb- 
raska. Sister Sarah Rempel, R.N., Sister in charge. 
Bed capacity 30, 7 deaconesses. 

Salem Deaconess Home and Hospital, Salem, Oregon. 
Franz F. Wedel, Supt. 

Bluffton Community Hospital, Bluffton, Ohio. Stella 
Burkholder, Supt. Bed capacity 20. ‘ 

Concordia Mennonite Hospital, 437 Desalaberry St., Win- 
nipeg, Manitoba. Sister Magdalena Wiebe, Supt. 
Bed capacity 40. 
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REGULAR PUBLICATIONS OF 
THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 


The Mennonite—A weekly church paper. 

Der Christliche Bundesbote—A weekly church paper in 
the German language. 

The Mennonite Year Book—A yearly publication of rec- 
ords and information of historical value. 

Der Bundesbote Kalendar—A yearly publication of the 
same nature as the Year Book but in the German 
language. 

Missionary News and Notes—A monthly missionary pub- 
lication published by the Women’s Missionary Soci- 
ety of the General Conference. 

Junior Messenger—A semi-monthly children’s paper. 

Der Kinderbote—A semi-monthly children’s paper in the 
German language. 

C. E. Wiiness—A bimonthly Young People’s paper of the 
Eastern District. 

The Vine Press—-A quarterly Young People’s paper of 
the Middle District. 

The Western District Tidings—A quarterly Young People’s 
paper of the Western District. 

The Pacific District Exchange—A quarterly Young Peo- 
ple’s paper of the Pacific District. 

Christian Sunday School Quarterly—aA senior S. S. lesson 
commentary. 

The Intermediate S. S. Quarterly—An intermediate S. S. 
lesson commentary. 


The following are recent outstanding 
Conference publications: 


The Mennonite Hymnary 
The Story of the Mennonites—by C. Henry Smith. 
Mennonitische Gesangbuch 
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FOUNDATIONS OF UNITY BETWEEN 
BRETHREN OF THE FAITH 


“And the glory which thou gavest me I have given 

to them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I 
in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect 
in one; and that the world may know that thou has 
sent me, and hast loved them as thou hast loved me.” 
—Prayer of Jesus—John 17:22-23. 

“Now ye are no more strangers and foreigners but 
fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of 
God.” —The Apostle Paul—Eph. 2:19. 
“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: for we are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
—The Apostle Paul—Gal. 3:26-28. 


SOME TENETS OF FAITH ALL MENNONITES 
HOLD IN COMMON 


We all believe in God the Father. 

We all believe in Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. 

We all believe in the Holy Spirit. 

We all believe that Jesus Christ died to save us. 

We all believe in justification by faith in Jesus Christ. 

We all believe and use the same Bible. 

We all believe in the Church of Jesus Christ and rejoice 
in the privilege we have to belong to it. 

We all believe in baptism upon confession of faith. 

We all believe in the peace teachings of Jesus. 

We all believe that war is sin. 

We all believe in a final Day of. Judgment. 

We all believe in the Resurrection and in Life Eternal. 
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We all believe in the Return of Christ as Lord. 


We all agree to the Lord’s prayer “that they all may be 
one.” 


MENNONITISM IN THE FUTURE 


Every evidence points to the fact that God has called 
the Mennonite Church into being for a great purpose 
and mission in the world. In all the persecution and 
suffering through which this Church has gone, the Lord 
has watched over her and kept her. This Church is 
stil growing—growing not only in numbers, but in 
favor with all sober-thinking Christians who recognize 
in the Mennonites (as also in the Quakers and Brethren) 
a group of followers of Christ who have light from God 
which this world needs desperately in these days. Her 
unique mission lies in the field of peace and simplicity 
of life. 

Non-resistance and the refusal to retaliate by violent 
means has been one of the tenets of faith which has dis- 
tinguished the Mennonite Church from its very beginning. 
The emphasis has been upon that way of life which 
Jesus Christ taught and lived. The Mennonites take 
seriously the words of the Master when He taught us 
to love even our enemies. 

‘ Simplicity of life results from giving inner realities 
first concern and first place in life. 'The Mennonites 
have sought to keep the things of the spirit above the 
things of the world. 

It is an ever-growing conviction among Mennonites 
that these directions in Christian discipleship are vital 
to the Kingdom of God on earth. They believe that this 
way of life is the approach to the abundant life in com- 
munion with Christ, and that it is the way to peace 
and righteousness among men. 
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With such a common heritage Mennonites should 
feel increasingly the trust which God has in them. They 
should strive to make their testimony to the world more 
effective by closer cooperation wherever this is possible. 
A United Mennonite Church in the providence of God is 
not only desirable but possible. Such union should, how- 
ever, be attempted only with the sincere desire to retain 
the values and achievements of all of the several groups. 


Sister Mennonite Churches and Conference Leaders 


The Central Conference of Mennonites. 
President—Harry Yoder, Goshen, Indiana 
Vice-Pres.—G. I. Gundy, Meadows, II. 
Treasurer—O. J. Sommer, Pekin, III. 
Secretary—E. W. Rediger, Washington, III. 

The Conference of the Defenseless Mennonite Church of 

North America. 
Chairman—H. E. Bertsche, Gridley, Ill. 
Vice-chairman—Emanuel Roche, Morton, II. 
Secretary—Maurice Klopfenstein, Grabill, Ind. 
Field Secretary—C. E. Rediger, 1300 W. 72nd St., 
Chicago, Il. 

Treasurer—Edward Miller, Pioneer, Ohio. 

The Mennonite General Conference (The Old Mennonites) 
Moderator—Milo Kauffman, Hesston, Kansas 
Assist. Moderator—E. B. Frey, Archbold, Ohio 
Secretary—Amos Hostetler, Topeka, Indiana 
Treasurer—Charles Shoemaker, Scottdale, Pa. 

The Conference of the Mennonite Brethren Church of 

North America. 
Chairman—G. B. Huebert, Reedley, Calif. 
Vice-Chairman—H. S. Voth, Winkler, Manitoba 
Secretary—A. A. Schroeder, Reedley, California 
Treasurer—H. A. Martins, Buhler, Kansas. 
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The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren Church. 
Chairman—H. P. Wiebe, Mountain Lake, Minn. 
Secretary—Sam Schmidt, Marion, S. Dak. 
Business Secretary—David G. Fast, Mountain Lake, 

Minn. 
Treasurer—H. H. Schultz, Dallas, Oregon 


The Mennonite Brethren in Christ Conference. 

President—R. P. Ditmer, 506 Arlington Ave., Spring- 
field, Ohio 

Vice-Pres.—W. E. Manges, 701 Wolfe Ave., Elkhart, 
Indiana 

Secretary—L. L. Rassi, Elkhart, Indiana 

Treasurer—Edgar Freed, Wakarusa, Indiana 

The Church of God in Christ (Mennonite, Holdeman) 
Moderator—F. H. Wenger, Moundridge, Kansas 
Assistant Committee Members—F. F. Haynes, 

Middleton, Mich., Isaac Towes, Swalwell, Alta., 
Canada. 

The Krimmer Mennonite Brethren Church. 
President—F. V. Wiebe, Hillsboro, Kansas 
Vice-Pres.—D. C. Pauls, Inman, Kansas 
Secretary—David S. Wipf, Freeman, S. Dak. 
Treasurer—A. S. Klassen, Lehigh, Kansas. 

The Reformed Mennonite Church. 

Bishop—Jacob L. Kreider, 38 Cottage Ave., Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

Treasurer—Frank E. Eshelman, Lancaster, Pa., 
R.F.D. 6 

Old Order Mennonite Church (Wisler) 

Leader—Wim. Ramer, Goshen, Indiana. 

The Amish Mennonite Church (Conservative) 
Leader—Jonas B. Miller, Grantsville, Md. 

Old Order Amish Church. 

Leader—N. P. Beachy, Sugar Creek, Ohio 
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Stauffer Mennonites. 

Leader—Jacob S. Stauffer, Ephrata, Pa., R.R. 3. 
Bergthaler Mennonites. 

Bishop—David Schulz, Altona, Manitoba 
Old Colony Mennonites. 

Bishop—Jacob J. Froese, Winkler, Manitoba 
Sommerfelder Mennonites. 

Bishop—Peter A. Toews, Altona, Manitoba 
Rudnerweide Mennonites. 

Bishop—Wilhelm H. Falk, Altona, Manitoba 
Chortizer Mennonites. 

Bishop—Peter S. Wiebe, Chortiz, Manitoba 
Kleine Gemeinde. East Reserve. 

Bishop—Peter P. Reimer, Giroux, Manitoba 
Kleine Gemeinde. West Reserve. 

Bishop—Jacob B. Kroeker, Morris, Manitoba 
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SUGGESTED PLANS FOR READING 
THROUGH THE BIBLE 


Two suggested plans, one by months, one by weeks. 
these plans cover the Bible in a 


the New Testament. 


Each ot 


year, with an extra time through 


A Suggested Plan by Months 


January and February: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuter- 


onomy. 
March and April: 


The Entire New Testament. 


May and June: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I & II Samuel, I & II Kings, 


I & II Chronicles, 
Job, Psalms, 


July and August: 
Solomon. 


Proverbs, 


Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. 
Ecclesiastes, Song of 


September and October: The Entire New Testament. 

November and December: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 


Malachi. 


A Suggested Plan by Weeks 


1st week—Gen. 1-26 

2nd week—Gen, 27-50 

3rd week—Matthew 

4th week—Mark 

5th week—Exodus 1-21 

6th week—Exodus 22-40 

7th week—Luke 

8th week—John 

9th week—Leviticus 

10th week—Acts 

1ith week—Numbers 1-18 

12th week—Numbers 19-36 

13th week—Romans, Galatians 

14th week—I & II Corinthians 

15th week—Deuteronomy 1-17 

16th week—Deuteronomy 18-34 

17th week—Eph., Phil., Col., I: & 
ie hess. i ee li 
Tim., Tit., Philemon. 

18th week—Heb. James, I & II 
Peter 

19th week—Joshua 

20th week—I & II & III John, 
Jude, Rev. 

21st week—Judges, Ruth 

22nd week—Job. 1-31 

23rd week—Job 32-42, 
Song of Sol. 

24th week—I Samuel 

25th week—II Samuel 

26th week—Psalm 1-50 

27th week—I Kings 

28th week—II Kings 

29th week—Psalms 51-100 


Eccles., 


30th week—I Chronicles 

31st week—II Chronicles 

32nd week—Psalms 101-150 

33rd week—Ezra, Nehemiah, Es- 
ther 

34th week—Proverbs 

35th week—Matthew 

36th week—Isaiah 1-35 

37th week—Isaiah 36-66 

38th week—Mark 

39th week—Luke 

40th week—Jeremiah 1-29 

41st week—Jer. 30-52, Lamenta- 
tions 

42nd week—John 

43rd week—<Acts 

44th week—Ezekiel 1-24 

45th week—Ezekiel 25-48 

46th week—Romans, Galatians 

47th week—I & II Corinthians 

48th week—Daniel, Hosea, Joel, 


Amos 
49th week—Eph., Phil., Col., I & 
Ii, VERNeSss eel 7 TL 
Tim., Tit., Philemon. 
50th week—Obadiah, Jonah, Mi- 


eah, Nahum, Hab., 
Zeph., Hag., Zech., 
Mal. 

5ist week—Hebrews, James, I & 
II Peter 


52nd week—I & II & III John, 
Jude, Revelations. 


Copied from Pocket Bible Handbook 


